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T_1 . (C)  On  June  15,  EU  foreign  ministers  approved  an 

extension  of  the  EU  counter-piracy  Operation  ATALANTA's 
mandate  until  December  13,  2010.  According  to  the  EU,s 
official  public  statement  announcing  the  extension,  the 
decision  was  taken  with  a view  to  facilitating  future  force 
generation  for  the  EU  naval  mission,  which  currently  numbers 
13  ships,  of  which  11  are  surface  combatants,  supported  by 
three  maritime  patrol  aircraft.  The  operation  is  mandated  to 
escort  World  Food  Program  shipping,  provide  a deterrence 
presence,  and  intervene  in  the  event  of  an  attack  on  merchant 
vessels.  The  EU 1 s agreement  with  Kenya  allows  for  the 
handover  of  pirate  suspects  to  the  Kenyan  government,  and 
after  agreeing  in  May  to  extend  the  operation ' s area  of 
responsibility  to  the  Seychelles,  the  EU  is  now  close  to  an 
agreement  with  the  Seychelles  to  prosecute  captured  pirates. 
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